
 

 

 

2017 PARTICIPATION STATEMENT 

The Georgia Water Coalition’s mission is to protect and care for Georgia’s surface and groundwater resources, 

which are essential for sustaining economic prosperity, providing clean and abundant drinking water, preserving 

diverse aquatic habitats for wildlife and recreation, strengthening property values, and protecting the quality of 

life for current and future generations. 

The following principles define the Georgia Water Coalition's work and its recommendations: 

A. The surface waters and groundwater of Georgia are public resources to be managed by the state in the 

public interest and in a sustainable manner to protect natural systems and meet human and economic 

needs. 

 

B. Effective water management requires ongoing, rigorous evaluation and planning that is:  

 

(a) transparent and informed by citizen input; 

(b) based on watersheds, river basins, and aquifers;  

(c) informed by the best available scientifically sound data;  

(d) reliant on uniform, consistently applied, and enforceable standards; and  

(e) implemented, enforced, and adaptively managed. 

 

C. Waters shared among all users within a river basin must be apportioned equitably to meet                            

reasonable needs and assure the long-term sustainability of the natural systems on which those water 

supplies depend. 

 

D. Effective water management and allocation requires conservation as the primary management method. 

All Georgians must strive to become better water stewards, both for those living elsewhere in a given 

river basin and those living in a downstream area or adjacent state. 

The members of the Georgia Water Coalition work collaboratively and transparently with other Coalition 

members to achieve specific goals based on the above principles. 

By signing on to the Coalition, I agree you can use my organization's name on public statements.  

 

*You will soon receive a welcome letter and learn about the ways your group can become involved in the coalition. 
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