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Reservoir Proposal A Bad Deal for Southwest Georgia
INTRODUCTION:
You might call them modern-day rainmakers, but instead of traveling
to drought stricken towns claiming they can make it rain, they instead
travel across Georgia stumping for state and local taxpayer funds to pay
for their latest multi-million dollar reservoir proposal which they claim is
sure to solve Georgia’s water problems. In 2011, John McGrew and the
Georgia Reservoir Company courted the city of Dawsonville to join in a
private-public partnership to build a reservoir in north Georgia that would
“waterproof” Atlanta’s northern suburbs. That project, of questionable
need, ultimately died. Now McGrew has his sights on building dams on
Whitewater Creek along the Flint River in southwest Georgia to create two
massive reservoirs covering 26,000 acres that he claims will solve Georgia’s
decades-long water battle with Florida…if he can just secure taxpayer
backing. Yet another reservoir project of questionable need, the only
Georgians certain to benefit are those like McGrew who will have a hand in
building it, or maybe those that wind up owning land on its shoreline.

THE WATER BODY:
Whitewater Creek drains parts of Macon and Taylor counties and flows
into the Flint River near Montezuma and Oglethorpe. The Flint, like the
Chattahoochee, is embroiled in the decades-long water dispute between
Georgia, Alabama and Florida. The river and the aquifers beneath it
support more than one million residents and serve as the foundation for
southwest Georgia’s agriculture-based economy, providing irrigation water
to some 10,000 farming operations. But, these demands, as well as
water withdrawals upstream in southwest metro Atlanta, have resulted
in chronically low flows on the river, a situation that has periodically
produced grandiose plans to dam the river or creeks feeding it. In the
1970s, Gov. Jimmy Carter famously revealed the federal government’s
plans to dam the river as a boondoggle, and subsequent proposals since
then have met a similar fate.
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THE DIRT:
The 11-page dossier touting the benefits of the proposed Whitewater Creek reservoirs reads like advertisements from
19th century snake oil salesmen—full of outlandish claims supported by scant evidence.
The reservoirs, it claims, are the cure for all that ails the Flint. They will supplement flows during times of drought;
keep the Floridan aquifer full for farmers; and keep Florida’s Apalachicola Bay oyster beds healthy. In a patriotic
nod, reservoir proponents claim electricity produced at the dams could
be used by nearby military bases and that the soldiers there would have
the opportunity to purchase “affordable recreational and/or retirement
housing” situated around the man-made lake.
But wait, there’s more! It will even “possibly” slow the rate of saltwater
intrusion 170 miles across the state on the Georgia coast.
By pumping water to the reservoir from the Flint when the river is
running high and storing that water for a not-so-rainy day, its proponents
claim their project is, “the 100 percent solution to the water wars.”
While the project might be able to provide some of the claimed benefits, it is not the silver bullet to solve Georgia’s
battle with its neighboring states. If ever built it will come with high costs. Property owners would be faced with
the taking of their land and homes by eminent domain while tens of thousands of acres of productive farm and
timberland would be lost along with miles of free-flowing streams. And, while releases from the reservoir might
supplement flows downstream during drought, the vast surfaces of the lakes will result in millions of gallons of water
being lost to evaporation.
Then there are the actual financial costs. Its backers estimate land acquisition alone will push close to $200 million.
They offer no estimates on the costs of constructing the dam, reservoir and system necessary to pump water from the
Flint; nor do they offer any proposals of how to pay for the project.
When a meeting was convened in Reynolds this August for reservoir proponents to pitch their idea to local leaders,
more than 200 attended, the vast majority there to oppose the project. Nevertheless, McGrew and his reservoir crew are
now knocking on doors of state leaders, looking for legislative sponsors
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WHAT MUST BE DONE:
This reservoir proposal should be relegated to the trash heap of history
like the many other schemes to dam the Flint and its tributaries, put
its aquifers at risk, and confiscate lands from citizens. Rather than
focusing on expensive engineered solutions to low
flows on the Flint, state and local leaders should
continue the cost-effective conservation measures
that are already paying dividends, keeping more
water flowing in the Flint River and the streams like
Whitewater Creek that feed it.

dispute between Georgia, Alabama and Florida over water
rights. A proposal from a private entity to dam Whitewater
Creek in Macon and Taylor counties to “fix” the ongoing
water battle would depend on hundreds of millions in state
taxpayer funding. Above left: An angler casts his fly on
the Flint River. The fishery of the Flint and its tributaries,
home to the highly-sought after shoal bass and other sport
fish, attract international attention. Proposed reservoirs on
Whitewater Creek would destroy important fish habitat.
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