Water Heroes
Report Release
September 19, 2018
10:00 am
Phone: 706-426-4344 No PIN needed

Presenter: Joe Cook
ADVOCACY & COMMUNICATION COORDINATOR

Coosa River Basin Initiative

Phone:

Apalachicola Chattahoochee Flint
Stakeholders
Privately funded stakeholder group provides road map
to end tri-state water dispute.

Top: Apalachicola oystermen are just some of the millions who
depend upon the Apalachicola Chattahoochee Flint river
system.
Bottom: Georgia farmers in the Flint and Chattahoochee River
basins rely on the Floridan aquifer and the rivers to irrigate
their crops. .

●

56-member group reaches consensus on Sustainable
Water Management Plan (SWMP)

●

SWMP referenced repeatedly by Special Master in
Florida v. Georgia court proceedings

●

Georgia has spent $47 million in legal defense and
litigation expenses in water dispute since 2011.

●

SWMP could end litigation; offer opportunity for
negotiation.

For More Information:
Gil Rogers, Southern Environmental Law Center, 404-521-9900,
grogers@selcga.org

Savannah River Water Utilities
Water Utilities Invest in Study to Restore Savannah River

Top: Wetlands and oxbows that were cut off from the Savannah
during the 1900s by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to improve
navigation of the river will be reconnected to the main channel. The
project is expected to improve the health of the river and habitat
for fish and other aquatic wildlife which should also improve fishing
prospects on the Savannah.

●

Cities of Savannah and Augusta as well as Columbia
County pledge nearly $1 million for study to support
$13 million restoration of the Savannah River.

●

Restoration of the river’s oxbows and wetlands will
improve river’s ability to naturally cleanse itself and
improve habitat for aquatic species.

For More Information:

Clayton County Water Authority
Water Utility Restores Flows to Flint River

Above: The W.B. Casey Water Reclamation Facility in Jonesboro
is being expanded to allow the Clayton County Water Authority
to discharge treated wastewater directly to the Flint River.
Below: The Clayton County Water Authority’s E.L. Huie Jr.
Wetlands allow the Authority to recycle 10 million gallons of
treated wastewater into potable water for homes and
businesses. They also attract water birds and other wildlife.

●

Water diversions, urbanization, and increased
water withdrawals have significantly reduced
flows on the upper Flint River.

●

Flows on upper Flint River during drought are 70
percent lower than they were during similar
droughts in the 1950s.

●

New wastewater treatment plant will return up
to 2 million gallons of water to the Flint River
daily.

●

Innovative wetands project “recycles”
wastewater to limit withdrawals from the Flint.

For More Information:

Cobb County-Marietta Water Authority
Water Conservation Leadership Reduces Demands on
Stressed Rivers
●

Investments in infrastructure and water conservation
education programs reduce water withdrawals from Lake
Allatoona

●

In 2007, CCMWA pumped 129 million gallons a day from
Allatoona; since then, withdrawals have topped 100 MGD only
once.

●

Water use has declined despite adding nearly 300,000 people
to service area.

●

Water transferred out of the Etowah River basin has declined
slightly since 1990s.

For More Information:

Glynn Environmental Coalition
Coastal Watchdog Works to Protect Communities from
Toxic Pollution

Above: As part of its Safe Seafood Project, GEC worked to
have fish consumption warning signs posted at popular
fishing holes known to be locations where contaminated
fish and shellfish could be harvested.
Below: As administrators of U.S. EPA Technical Assistance
grants, GEC has helped local communities impacted by
Superfund sites understand the complicated and highly
technical cleanup plans

●

For 28 years, GEC has advocated for Glynn County
neighborhoods impacted by industrial pollution.

●

Managed U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Technical Assistant Grants at four toxic Superfund
sites.

●

Implemented Safe Seafood Project to educate and
protect locals concerning the risks of eating
contaminated fish and shellfish.

●

Assisted in convincing Glynn County School Board
to not build school next to hazardous waste site.

For More Information:

Interface
Industry Leader in Sustainability Continues Work to
Conserve Natural Resources

●
●
By recycling materials, Interface has reduced the
amount of manufacturing waste sent to local
landfills by 91 percent since 1996. In 2017, almost 60
percent of their raw materials used to make their
products came from recycled or plant-based
materials.

●
●

●

Improved energy efficiency at its facilities by 43 percent since
1996
Reduced intensity of greenhouse gas emissions by 96 percent
since 1996
Reduced manufacturing waste sent to landfills by 91 percent
since 1996
Installation of large rainwater collection systems at
manufacturing facilities in LaGrange and West Point reduces
demands on Chattahoochee River
In 2017, almost 60 percent of their raw materials came from
recycled or plant-based materials.

For More Information Contact

Dr. Jenna Jambeck
UGA Environmental Engineer Searching for Solutions to
Plastic Pollution
●

Research quantified how much plastic was entering our
oceans: some 8 million metric tons annually.

●

Helped develop the Marine Debris Tracker, a
smartphone app that allows users to document and
report plastic trash from any place in the world

●

Serves as a “plastics ambassador” for the U.S. State
Department advising other countries on waste
management.

●

At UGA lab, works to develop alternatives to plastic
packaging and consumer products.

Above: At UGA, Dr. Jambeck works with colleagues and
students to develop alternatives to plastic packaging and
consumer products.
Below: Dr. Jambeck’s work with the U.S. State Department
has led to advances in how developing countries manage
their waste streams.

For More Information:

Rep. Jon Burns
House Majority Leader From Effingham County
Champions Conservation Funding
●

●
Rep. Jon Burns championed this year's Georgia Outdoor
Stewardship Act. If approved by voters in November, the
constitutional amendment will create a dedicated funding
source for protecting land and water.

●

This year, sponsored and ushered through the General
Assembly the Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Act that
dedicates up to $20 million annually for land conservation
purposes. Voters must approve the constitutional
amendment in November
In 2014, sponsored legislation (HB 549) restoring an
emergency response team at the Environmental
Protection Division
In 2017, sponsored legislation (HB 413) limiting petroleum
pipeline companies’ ability to use eminent domain.

For More Information:

Lodge on Little St. Simons Island
Eco-Tourism Destination Protects 11,000-Acre Barrier Island
●

Lodge owners maintain 11,000-acre island as
permanent wilderness for eco-tourism and
scientific research

●

Replacement of wooden bulkhead with “living
shoreline” improved habitat for fish and oysters;
serves as model for other shoreline restoration
along Georgia’s coast.

●

Sponsors shoreline cleanup annually.

For More Information:

Above: Prior to the construction of a “living shoreline,” a wooden bulkhead fronted
the water at the Lodge on Little St. Simons Island. Now, that same area looks like this.
The project has improved fish habitat and created a reproducing oyster bed.

Riverview Farms
Organic Farm Leaves Clean Water Legacy
●
●
●
Wes and Charlotte
Swancy converted their
500-acre family farm to
a certified organic
operation in 2000.

●

●

Farmers maintain natural buffer between cultivated
fields and Coosawattee River
Livestock are fenced to prevent access to the
Coosawattee and other water bodies on the farm.
Livestock and crops are raised without chemical
fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides to prevent pollution
of nearby water bodies.
Farm feeds more than 300 families each week during
the growing season and supplies some 30 Atlanta area
restaurants.
Farm plans to open a butcher shop in Atlanta later this
year to provide better access to their beef and pork.

For More Information:

Southwire
Carrollton Manufacturer Going “Beyond the
Fences” to Improve Community

A community electronics recycling day is one way Southwire
has invested in eliminating waste going to local landfills. Since
the end of 2017, the company has sent no manufacturing
waste to local landfills.

●

Company supports Solarize Carrollton- Carroll County
project and plans solar complex on its campus.

●

Since 2017, none of the company’s Georgia
manufacturing plants have sent manufacturing waste to
landfills.

●

Sponsors community electronics recycling programs.

●

Innovative stormwater management reduces demands
for water withdrawals from Little Tallapoosa River while
helping protect creek that flows through manufacturing
facility. Nearly 50 percent of water used at the facility is
“recycled” stormwater.

For More Information:

Stripling Irrigation
Research Park
UGA Facility Promotes Water Conservation at Farms

Stripling’s Ag WET
program is
experimenting with soil
moisture sensors
(above) in tandem with
Variable Rate Irrigation
systems to save water at
farms across South
Georgia.

●

Camilla-based Research Park has been instrumental in
converting growers to water-saving irrigation systems.
Now, about 93 percent of southwest Georgia crops are
irrigated with high efficiency sprinkler systems.

●

Ag WET program aims to use soil moisture sensors and
Variable Rate Irrigation systems to take efficient farm
water use to the next level.

●

Works to help growers access cost assistance programs to
install water efficient irrigation systems.

For More Information:

UGA Warnell School of Forestry & Natural Resources
Dam Removal Opens Up Middle Oconee River for Fish
and Boaters

Heavy equipment operators work to remove portions
of the White Dam on the Middle Oconee River. The project
creates 22 miles of free-flowing river between upstream and
downstream impoundments.

●

Removal of obsolete circa 1911 mill dam opens up 22
miles of the Middle Oconee and improves habitat for rare
fish like the Altamaha and Ocmulgee shiners that live only
in the Altamaha River basin and no where else on earth.

●

First dam removal project in Georgia completed for the
primary purpose of restoring fish habitat. Project is
expected to serve as a model for other dam removal
efforts.

●

Project has its origins in a student/faculty study and
paper written in 2016.

For More Information:

Clean 13 Celebration
Honoring the 2018 Clean Water Heroes

March 14, 2019
6:30 - 9:30 pm
Mason Fine Art Center
Atlanta, GA
Chair: John Pruitt
Former WSB-TV News Anchor

Learn more at:
www.gawater.org/clean-13

Press Release:
https://www.gawater.org/clean13media2018

Full Report:
https://www.gawater.org/clean-13/clean-13-2018-report

