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Powerful Lobbyists Secure Loophole Inviting Out-Of-State
Coal Ash To Georgia Landfills
INTRODUCTION:
Thanks to behind the scenes lobbying by the Georgia Power Company,
it will soon be cheaper to dump toxic coal ash in some Georgia landfills
than it is to dump ordinary household trash in those same landfills. In the
waning moments of this year’s General Assembly session, the state’s largest
energy provider (and largest producer of coal ash) persuaded legislators
to carve out an exception to a proposed increase to landfill tipping fees
charged by local governments to operators of private landfills. With the
passage of HB 792, beginning in July 2019, local governments will charge
landfill operators $2.50 for every ton of household garbage collected, but
only $1 per ton for coal ash. With some 8 million tons to dispose of at local
landfills, this translates into a potential $12 million windfall for Georgia
Power. What’s worse, the coal-ash loophole means that Georgia will
continue to be a dumping ground for out-of-state coal ash.

THE WATER BODY:
Currently, landfills located in Cherokee, Meriwether, Banks, Taylor, Chatham
and Charlton counties can accept coal ash waste. These landfills are situated
along streams and rivers and above vital groundwater sources that supply
hundreds of thousands of Georgians with drinking water. While these
facilities have been approved by Georgia’s Environmental Protection
Division to accept coal ash waste, concerns that coal ash toxins like arsenic,
lead, mercury and selenium could leak out remain. Furthermore, these
landfills are allowed to operate in wetlands and floodplains, increasing
the risks of pollution. This leaves groundwater surrounding these
landfills and tributaries of the Etowah, Chattahoochee, Savannah, Flint,
Ogeechee and St. Mary’s rivers all at risk to this toxic pollution.

THE DIRT:
What does nearly $400,000 in campaign contributions buy you at
Georgia’s state capitol? Apparently, lots of influence. That’s how
much Georgia Power Company has contributed thus far to candidates
for office in Georgia during the 2016 and 2018 election cycles. So, it
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came as no surprise that lobbyists with the electric utility giant
were successful in saving the company money at the expense of
local communities. In the waning moments of the 2018 General
Assembly session, the electric utility persuaded legislators to
insert a last minute amendment into a bill giving the company a
potential $12 million windfall when it comes to disposing of the
company’s toxic coal ash waste at municipal solid waste landfills.
HB 792 raised the amount on tipping fees that local governments
charge to private landfills operating in their communities to $2.50
per ton from $1 per ton, but the amendment pushed by Georgia
Power kept the fee for coal ash waste at $1 per ton until 2025—
coinciding with the time frame the company plans to dispose of
about 8 million tons at local landfills.
The real losers are local governments and the communities surrounding the landfills. The tipping fees are intended
to help these governments offset some of the costs inherent in hosting large regional landfills, including funding for
repair of damaged roads, groundwater monitoring, remediation of closed landfills and even the purchase of land
adjacent to the landfill to lessen the impact of the facility on neighboring property owners.
And, the low tipping fee for coal ash invites the continued disposal of out-of-state ash. In 2017, Waste
Management’s R & B Landfill in Banks County and Chesser Island Landfill in Charlton County took in more than 2.5
billion pounds of out-of-state coal ash. If coal ash continues flowing to these landfills at similar rates in the future,
the sweetheart deal legislators carved out for Georgia Power could mean a loss of about $2 million in revenue from
out-of-state coal ash for the host counties.
Unless the General Assembly fixes this last-minute deal during the upcoming legislative session, Georgia Power will get
cheap disposal of coal ash while local governments will receive less in return for serving as the dump for their toxic waste.
Meanwhile, Georgia will continue to be the dumping ground for out-of-state coal ash, unnecessarily exposing Georgians
and the water they drink to the risks associated with coal ash disposal.

WHAT MUST BE DONE:
State leaders must undo the damage done by HB
792. They should introduce legislation repealing
the provision in HB 792 that gave Georgia Power
and out-of-state waste generators a free pass to
dump coal ash waste on Georgians.

Top: Over the next several years, Georgia Power Company expects to transfer millions
of tons of coal ash from its coal-fired power plants to municipal solid waste landfills,
and thanks to a sweetheart deal from the Georgia legislature, it will do so at greatly
reduced costs. Above left: Citizens participate in the Georgia Water Coalition’s Capitol
Conservation Day. Citizen lobbyists face a challenge influencing legislators when large
corporations like Georgia Power Company donate hundreds of thousands to candidates for state offices. During the 2018 session, Georgia Power lobbyists successfully
convinced legislators to provide the company with a potential $12 million windfall at
the expense of local governments.
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