2018’s
Worst Offenses Against

GEORGIA’S WATER
GEORGIA’S STREAMS & WETLANDS
Federal Government Assault on Clean Water Act
Threatens State’s Drinking Water
INTRODUCTION:
It’s elementary. Water flows downhill. Georgia’s smallest streams flow to
larger streams; those in turn flow to even larger streams that empty into
the rivers and lakes from which more than half of Georgia’s citizens get
their drinking water. The health of these large water bodies is dependent
on the health of the thousands of tiny streams that feed them. When the
smallest creeks become polluted so does our drinking water, but the Trump
administration has chosen to ignore this science. Earlier this year, the
administration signaled plans to gut laws that have protected our drinking
water and recreational waters for more than 50 years, and is expected
to release a new proposal that would strip away safeguards for a host of
small streams and millions of acres of wetlands. If adopted, the rule would
lead to more pollution flowing into our drinking water sources and fewer
opportunities for citizens to stop pollution from impacting
their communities.

THE WATER BODY:
In any given river system in Georgia, tiny streams make up at least 80
percent of the total miles of flowing water. Wetlands comprise about 13
percent of Georgia’s land area. Together, these small streams and wetlands
provide the network that delivers clean water to the large rivers and lakes
where Georgians swim, fish, boat and obtain their drinking water. These
small and sometimes geographically isolated water bodies serve numerous
functions. They reduce floodwaters, store water to mitigate the impacts
of droughts, filter and clean water and provide habitat for both
predators and prey—including important sport fish like brook trout and
commercially important seafood like shrimp. The health of Georgia’s
rivers is determined by the cumulative health of smaller waters and
wetlands that feed those rivers.

THE DIRT:
Executive and legislative attempts to rescind the 2015 Clean Water
Rule, which clarified protections for sensitive waters per direction from
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the Supreme Court, are moving forward. Putting the interest
of polluting industries over Georgia’s communities who depend
on clean water, the new rule is expected to narrowly define
the waters protected under the Clean Water Act. This will leave
smaller headwater streams and wetlands that act as pollution
filters vulnerable to potential filling, dredging and destruction.
In Georgia, this means that if an industry wants to dump
pollutants in one of these streams, the Clean Water Act couldn’t
be used to force them to limit the pollutants they discharge.
Likewise, if a developer wants to fill a wetland to build a
shopping center, they would not be required to limit their
impacts or notify the public that their project might increase
flooding or harm local water supplies.
Under the Trump administration’s proposal, at least 56 percent of Georgia’s stream miles and millions of acres of
wetlands nationwide will be at risk from pollution and destruction. Thousands of miles of streams that feed into
Georgia’s drinking water sources will lose protections.
The proposed changes favor big business at the expense of ordinary citizens who overwhelmingly supported the
2015 rule, and who swim, fish, hunt and boat in these waters. For Georgians especially, these water bodies are part
of our cultural and natural inheritance and a big part of our economy.
The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service reported that in 2011 more than 3.1 million people participated in wildlife-related
recreation in Georgia, generating $4.6 billion in economic activity. Georgia’s tourism industry as a whole contributed
a record-breaking $63.1 billion to the state’s economy in 2017.
Clean and healthy rivers, lakes and coastal waters attract tourists, but if the Trump administration is successful in
dismantling long-standing Clean Water Act protections, dirty water may be in our future.

WHAT MUST BE DONE:
While it is likely that federal courts will ultimately decide the fate of any rule adopted, community groups and
conservation organizations nationwide are asking citizens to contact congressional leaders and urge them to take
action against the administration’s proposal to shrink the Clean Water Act’s protective shield. Georgia residents
can sign a petition at www.southernenvironment.org/protect-southern-water that will be delivered to the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.
Top: The health of Georgia’s rivers and streams--and our use
and enjoyment of them--is at stake as the Trump administration attempts to greatly reduce the water bodies that
are protected by the federal Clean Water Act. Above left:
For Georgians, outdoor recreation like fishing is part of our
cultural heritage and a big part of our economy. A 2011 U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service study showed that more than 3.1
million people participated in wildlife-related recreation in
Georgia, generating $4.6 billion in economic activity.
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