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This IS NOT a report highlighting the most polluted 
places in Georgia!

Instead it highlights politics, policies and pollution problems that 
threaten the health of Georgia’s water. 



Altamaha River: Jesup pulp mill makes record 7th

appearance in Dirty Dozen report. 

60 million gallons of wastewater 
discharged daily discolors river and 
fills it with pulp mill stench.

EPD changes state rules to make it 
easier for Rayonier to pollute.

EPD to issue new permit for facility 
in 2020. 

For More Information Contact:
Fletcher Sams, Altamaha Riverkeeper, 404-985-
9606, fletcher@altamahariverkeeper.org 5

mailto:fletcher@altamahariverkeeper.org


Chattahoochee River: Coal ash threatens 
communities in Cobb, Coweta and Carroll counties. 

● 30 million tons of coal ash stored in unlined 
pits at Plants McDonough, Yates and 
Wansley along the Chattahoochee River.

● Some of that is submerged in groundwater, 
causing the water to be polluted with coal 
ash toxins. 

● Georgia legislators should take action to 
ensure that all coal ash is placed in lined 
landfill facilities. 

For More Information Contact:
Kevin Jeselnik, General Counsel, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, 404-
352-9828, kjeselnik@chattahoochee.org 6

mailto:kjeselnik@chattahoochee.org


Coosa River: Suspect coal ash disposal plan threatens river, 
groundwater

● Georgia Power Company wants to 
leave 1 million cubic feet of coal ash 
in an unlined pit adjacent to the Coosa 
River.

● Coal ash is currently coming in 
contact with groundwater, but Georgia 
Power has not tested the groundwater 
for contaminants beneath this pit. 

● EPD should reject any coal ash pond 
closure plan that involves keeping 
coal ash on site in unlined ash ponds

For More Information Contact:
Jesse Demonbreun-Chapman, Coosa River Basin Initiative, 
706-232-2724, jesse@coosa.org 7

http://www.coosa.org/
mailto:jcook@coosa.org


Ocmulgee River: Coal ash ponds polluting drinking water in 
Middle Georgia

● Coal ash toxins have been found in drinking 

water wells around Plant Scherer in Monroe 

County and in the Ocmulgee River 

downstream from Plant Awkright in Macon-

Bibb County

● Plant Scherer’s unlined ash pit covers 600 

acres and holds 15.7 million tons of coal 

ash 

● Public Service Commission should reject 

rate hikes to generate funds for coal ash 

cleanups that do not involve placing the 

waste in lined storage facilities. 

For More Information Contact:
Fletcher Sams, Executive Director, Altamaha Riverkeeper, 

404-985-9606, fletcher@altamahariverkeeper.org
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mailto:fletcher@altamahariverkeeper.org


St. Marys River: Legislative loophole invites out-of-state coal ash 
to Georgia landfills. 

● Fees for dumping household waste at 
certain Georgia landfills is $2.50 per ton, 
but just $1 per ton for toxic coal ash. 

● This legislative loophole invites out-of-
state businesses to truck their coal ash 
waste to Georgia.  

● Chesser Island Road Landfill in Charlton 
County, brought in 399,942 tons of coal 
ash in 2018

● Georgia legislators should close the 
loophole.For More Information Contact:

Laura Early, Satilla Riverkeeper, 912-462-5094, riverkeeper
@satillariverkeeper.org 9



Georgia’s Public Health: Legislative budget writers keep 
stealing from environmental cleanup funds

● Hazardous Waste and Solid Waste Trust 
Funds have been shortchanged $210 
million since their creation. 

● 42 percent of the more than $520 million 
collected in fees from citizens and 
businesses has been diverted to pay for 
other portions of the state budget

● About 100 hazardous waste sites await 
state cleanups. At current appropriations, it 
will take about 176 years to clean up all 
these sites. 

For More Information Contact:
Jesse Demonbreun-Chapman, Coosa River Basin Initiative, 
706-232-2724, jesse@coosa.org 10

mailto:jesse@coosa.org


Terry Creek: Proposed Federal Cleanup Plan Leaves Locals 
Fuming Over Toxic Site

● Cleanup plan leaves toxins in place at 
Brunswick Superfund site and limits 
redevelopment possibilities 

● Of 11 possible cleanup plans, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency is 
asking Ashland Corp., the company 
responsible for the cleanup, to initiate 
the cheapest plan. 

For More Information Contact:
Alice Miller Keyes, One Hundred Miles, 912-230-6494, 
alice@onehundredmiles.org 11

http://www.onehundredmiles.org/
mailto:alice@onehundredmiles.org


Rollback of Federal Rules Endanger National Forests, The 
Birthplace of Georgia’s Drinking Water Sources 

● 93 percent of all U.S. Forest Service 

decisions would lose advance public 

notice and public comment 

requirements.

● Timber harvest of up to 4,200 acres 

could easily avoid requirements for 

environmental reviews. 

● Public participation helps Forest 

Service avoid bad decisions like 

logging old growth forests, on steep 

erodible slopes or in rare habitats. 

For More Information Contact:
Jess Riddle, Executive Director, Georgia ForestWatch, 706-
867-0051, jriddle@gawf.org 12

mailto:jriddle@gawf.org


Georgia’s Rural Communities: Proposed Legislation Would 
Stomp On Rural Property Rights

● HB 545 turns Georgia’s right-to-farm 
law on its head. 

● Would prevent neighbors from filing 
nuisance lawsuits against new farm 
operations that move into rural 
communities. 

● Would open Georgia’s door to 
industrial-style agriculture operations 
and the air and water pollution that 
they bring. 

For More Information Contact:
Gordon Rogers, Executive Director & Riverkeeper, Flint 
Riverkeeper, 912-223-6761, gordon@flintriverkeeper.org13

mailto:gordon@flintriverkeeper.org


Okefenokee Swamp: Proposed 2,400-acre Titanium Mine 
Threatens Signature Landscape of Georgia 

For More Information Contact:
Megan Desrosiers, Executive Director, One Hundred Miles, 912-223-
8608, megan@onehundredmiles.org
John S. Quarterman, Suwannee Riverkeeper, WWALS Watershed 
Coalition, 229-242-0102, wwalswatershed@gmail.com
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● Mine would destroy 587 acres of wetlands 
and 1.4 miles of streams in its initial phase 
within four miles of the Okefenokee Swamp.  

● Unknown impacts on the hydrology of the 
Floridan aquifer which underlies and 
maintains water levels in the swamp. 

● Swamp tourism generates $60 million in 
local revenue while creating 750 jobs in 
Georgia and Florida. 

mailto:megan@onehundredmiles.org
mailto:wwalswatershed@gmail.com


Lake Lanier: Chronic Pollution at Private Sewage Treatment 
Plant Highlights Failure to Enforce Clean Water Standards

● Sewage treatment plant for mobile 
home park has been cited 14 times in 
last decade for pollution but state 
regulators have not yet forced the 
operators to upgrade their facilities. 

● Fines have totaled just $2,200 for 
these violations, leading to “business 
as usual” and more pollution of Lake 
Lanier. 

● 22 percent of EPD enforcement 
actions do not result in return to 
compliance. 

For More Information Contact:
Jason Ulseth, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, 404-352-9828, 
julseth@chattahoochee.org 15

mailto:julseth@chattahoochee.org


St. Simons Sound & Georgia’s Coast: Cargo Ship Disaster Fouls 
St. Simons Coast

● Cargo ship carrying 4,000 cars wrecks, leaks oil 
into St. Simons Sound 

● U.S. Coast Guard and private contractors for 
wrecked vessel failed to properly implement 
federal disaster protocol leading to the oiling of 
some 30 miles of coastal marshes and beaches. 

● Natural Resource Damage Assessment needed 
to determine damage, restoration plans and hold 
responsible parties accountable. 

For More Information Contact:
Megan Desrosiers, Executive Director, One Hundred Miles, 
912-223-8608, megan@onehundredmiles.org
Fletcher Sams, Executive Director, Altamaha Riverkeeper, 
404-985-9606, fletcher@altamahariverkeeper.org 16

mailto:megan@onehundredmiles.org
mailto:fletcher@altamahariverkeeper.org


Georgia Water Coalition 2019 Dirty Dozen Report 
is available at: 

http://www.gawater.org/resources/dirty-dozen
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