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CLEAN WATER HEROES

Sen. William Ligon
GEORGIA’S COAST & COASTAL RIVERS

Retiring Senator Leaves Legacy of Protecting, Restoring Coast
INTRODUCTION:
A native of Glynn County, Sen. William Ligon, grew up amidst some of Georgia’s
most treasured natural wonders. Bordered on the north by the state’s largest
river—the Altamaha—and on the south by a blackwater beauty in the Little
Satilla River, Glynn County sits squarely in the middle of Georgia’s coast and is
home to the state’s fabled Golden Isles—St. Simons, Little St. Simons, Sea Island
and Jekyll Island. It’s not surprising then that Ligon grew up loving the outdoors,
fishing the coast’s blackwater streams and hunting the bottomland woods
along those streams. And, it’s equally unsurprising that when he was elected
to serve in the Georgia Senate in 2010, he became a leading advocate for the
preservation and restoration of coastal Georgia.
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THE WATER BODY:
Georgia’s coast stretches 100 miles, encompassing 14 major barrier islands,
some 400,000 acres of tidal marshes and the estuaries of five major rivers: the
Savannah, Ogeechee, Altamaha, Satilla and St. Marys. These coastal estuaries
provide critically important habitat for seafood like shrimp, crabs and oysters,
while the inland reaches of these waterways support countless industrial,
agricultural and recreational uses. The natural beauty of the region makes it
the state’s most popular tourist destination, attracting some 15 million visitors
annually. Meanwhile, the coast is visited by many other special creatures.
Federally endangered right whales come to coastal waters to give birth to their
young while several protected species of sea turtles nest on the state’s beaches.

THE CLEAN:
Sen. William Ligon has learned in his ten years in the Georgia Senate that
persistence pays off. In 2013, Ligon introduced a resolution urging the
state to work with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to study the closing
of Noyes Cut near the mouth of the Satilla River. Noyes and other cuts,
artificial openings along the intracoastal waterway engineered in the
1930s and 40s, had for years been disrupting salinity levels in the river’s
estuary. This, in turn, impacted the successful reproduction of crab,
shrimp, oysters and several fish species, and also restricted boating
access to several tidal creeks.
The timing of Ligon’s resolution could have been better. With the state
still reeling from recession, funds for studies that Ligon’s resolution
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called for were in short supply, but through persistence, Ligon secured that funding. Four years later, the study
recommended closing the manmade cuts to restore historic flow patterns—an action that is expected to also restore
important fisheries.
Within the year, work should begin to close the cuts.
But Ligon’s efforts on behalf of the coast don’t end there. Concerned about the possibilities of toxic contaminants in
coal ash leaching into underground water supplies, Ligon introduced SB 123 during the most recent legislative session.
The bill, which passed with nearly unanimous support in both chambers, closes a loophole in Georgia’s solid waste laws
that encouraged out-of-state producers of coal ash to dump their waste in Georgia landfills.
Ligon was also a leading Senate proponent of HR 164, the “trust fund honesty’’ resolution. The resolution creates a
constitutional amendment that, if approved by voters in November, will allow legislators to “dedicate” fees collected
from citizens for specific purposes—like the state’s Solid Waste and Hazardous Waste Trust Funds. It is the first step
toward ensuring that fees collected to support the cleanup of illegal tire dumps and hazardous waste sites will be used
for those purposes.
During his tenure, Ligon also worked to protect state-owned Jekyll Island from inappropriate development; advocated
to prevent oil and gas drilling along the Georgia coast; and encouraged and secured funding for the development of the
Coastal Georgia Greenway, a recreational path stretching from Savannah to St. Marys.
Even when his bills weren’t adopted, Ligon’s legislative efforts have raised
the profile of issues impacting Georgia’s coastal treasures. Such was the
case this legislative session when, in response to a proposed landfill near
his beloved Satilla River in Brantley County, he introduced legislation that
would greatly restrict landfill development near blackwater rivers.
“They want to put a landfill in an area that is surrounded by wetlands,” he
said. “You don’t put your trash can in the middle of your living room.”
Though the legislation was not adopted, it did elevate the fight to stop the
landfill—a fight that is still ongoing. “A bill may not pass, but it may have a
positive impact,” he said. “It can move the needle.”
You can expect the retiring senator to continue pushing the needle from
the private sector, and you’ll also likely catch him more often on the
Satilla, casting with his fly rod for redbreast and perch.

Top: On hand to celebrate Sen. Ligon’s retirement
from the Senate earlier this year were his parents,
Pastor Bill and Dorothy Jean Ligon, shown here
with their son and Lt. Gov. Geoff Duncan. Above:
In the 2020 legislative session, Sen. William Ligon
introduced and successfully passed legislation that
will help prevent out-of-state coal ash from being
dumped in Georgia landfills.

For More Information Contact:
Sen. William Ligon, 912-261-2263, william@attorneyligon.com
Laura Early, Satilla Riverkeeper.
864-285-1636, riverkeeper@satillariverkeeper.org

