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Chattahoochee RiverLands 
120-Mile Multi-Modal Trail Connects Communities, 
Residents to River 
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● Study funded by Trust for Public Land, Atlanta 
Regional Commission, City of Atlanta and Cobb 
County lays out road map for making 100 miles of the 
Chattahoochee into “metro Atlanta’s defining public 
space.” 

● Plan will include multiple new boating access points 
along river 

● Trail to run from Buford Dam in Gwinnett County to 
Chattahoochee River Bend State Park in Coweta 
County. 

For More Information:
Walt Ray, Trust for Public Land Michael J. Egan Chattahoochee 
Conservation Fellow, 404-873-7306,  walt.ray@tpl.org

In addition to the primary 120-mile trail, the Chattahoochee 
RiverLands project includes plans for “tributary trails” that 
will connect communities and neighborhoods along the 
river. 



Emory University 
WaterHub Relieves Pressure on 
Water & Sewer Infrastructure
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● On campus sewage treatment plant relieves pressure 
on DeKalb County’s sewer system. 

● Provides 40 percent of Emory University’s daily water 
needs. 

 

● Reduces water withdrawal demand on the 
Chattahoochee River by 146 million gallons annually. 

Though the Emory WaterHub is a sewage treatment facility, 
you’d never know it. The greenhouse-style structure is 
aesthetically pleasing and odor free. 

For More Information:  
Ciannat Howett, Associate Vice President of Sustainability, Resilience 
and Economic Inclusion, 404-313-4683, ciannat.howett@emory.edu



Fall-Line Alliance for a 
Clean Environment

Grassroots citizen group halts coal-fired power plant in 
Middle Georgia  
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● Decade-long fight defeats proposed coal-fired 
power plant threatening Oconee and Ogeechee 
Rivers battle.

● Ends last coal-fired power plant proposal under 
consideration in the U.S. 

● Since 2010, 170 proposed coal-fired power 
plants have been cancelled across the country. 

 

   

 

   

 

FACE organized youth and adults to distribute information 
about Plant Washington at local events, including the Kaolin 
Festival in Sandersville. 

For More Information:
Katherine Cummings, Fall-Line Alliance for a Clean Environment, 478-232-8010, 
katherine@katherinecummings.net  

mailto:katherine@katherinecummings.net


Georgia Farmers 
Farmers Protect Rural Communities, Streams, Rivers, 
Property Rights  
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● Coalition of rural property owners/farmers unite with urban 
Democratic senators to defeat bill that would invite 
agricultural industrial waste disposal facilities to rural Georgia. 

● Vocal group of Sumter and Lee County farmers leads effort.

● Farmer v. Farmer battle pits local producers against lobbyists 
for industrial agriculture.  

The 2020 legislative session saw an unlikely bipartisan 
coalition of rural,  conservative-leaning farmers and urban 
Democratic senators defeat HB 545, a bill backed by 
Georgia’s most influential farm lobbyists. 

For More Information:
Mark Israel, Sumter County farmer, 229-938-8943, bondstrail@att.net
Jenny Crisp, Lee County farmer, 229-896-4160, crc1865@att.net
Marjie McRee, Lee & Sumter County farmer, 229-938-9496, mmcree1@hotmail.com
Gordon Rogers, Flint Riverkeeper, 912-223-6761, gordon@flintriverkeeper.org 

mailto:bondstrail@att.net
mailto:crc1865@att.net
mailto:mmcree1@hotmail.com
mailto:gordon@flintriverkeeper.org


Sen. Freddie Powell Sims 
Southwest Georgia Senator Fights for Farmers, Rural 
Landowners 

● Lone Democratic senator representing mostly rural 
district plays key role in defeating HB 545, a bill that 
would have invited industrial-scale agriculture waste 
disposal to rural Georgia communities. 

● Farmer constituents  convince her to oppose a bill 
supported by the most influential farm lobbyists 
representing industrial agriculture. 

● Coalition of rural right-leaning farmers and property 
owners and urban Democratic senators helps win the 
day.
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Sen. Freddie Powell Sims speaks with Governor Brian 
Kemp and others in Albany. Sen Sims was instrumental in 
defeating HB 545 during the most recent legislative 
session. For More Information:

Sen. Freddie Powell Sims, 229-347-0251, 
freddie.sims@senate.ga.gov
Gordon Rogers, Flint Riverkeeper, 
912-223-6761, gordon@flintriverkeeper.org 

mailto:freddie.sims@senate.ga.gov
mailto:gordon@flintriverkeeper.org


Golden Triangle Resource Conservation & 
Development Council 

Locals Help Locals Protect Land and Water in Southwest 
Georgia 
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● Non-profit organization educates local road maintenance 
crews on best practices for preventing erosion from area’s 
many dirt roads.

● Programs protect imperiled aquatic species  

● Provides water resource education to area school children. 

● Currently developing documentary videos highlighting Flint 
River to encourage tourism in Flint River corridor. 

Streambank restoration projects are one of the 
many ways that Golden Triangle RC&D staff are 
working to improve stream health and habitat for 
imperiled aquatic species. For More Information:

Rhonda Gordon, Executive Director Golden Triangle Resource 
Conservation & Development Council, 229-995-2027, 
rgordon@goldentrianglercd.org 
Gordon Rogers, Flint Riverkeeper, 912-223-6761, 
gordon@flintriverkeeper.org 

mailto:rgordon@goldentrianglercd.org
mailto:gordon@flintriverkeeper.org


Sen. William Ligon  
Retiring Senator Leaves Legacy of Protecting, Restoring 
Coast 

● In 2013, helped secure funding for study recommending the 
restoration of portion of the Satilla River’s estuary. The 
restoration effort should begin within the year. 

● Sponsored SB 123. The bill which was adopted earlier this year 
closes a loophole in Georgia’s solid waste laws that 
encouraged out-of-state producers of coal ash to dump their 
waste in Georgia landfills. 

● Secured funding for the development of the Coastal Georgia 
Greenway. 

. 
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On hand to celebrate Se. Ligon’s retirement from the 
Senate earlier this year were his parents, Pastor Bill 
and Dorothy Jean Ligon, shown here with their son and 
Lt. Gov. Geoff Duncan. 

For More Information Contact
Sen. William Ligon, 912-261-2263, william@attorneyligon.com
Laura Early, Satilla Riverkeeper, 864-285-1636, 
riverkeeper@satillariverkeeper.org 

mailto:william@attorneyligon.com
mailto:riverkeeper@satillariverkeeper.org


Live Thrive Atlanta 
Hard to Recycle Items Fin New Life at In-Town Facility

● Center for Hard to Recycle Materials (CHaRM) has 
diverted more than 50 million pounds of hazardous 
chemicals and waste from landfills. 

● CHaRM has helped save the  City of Atlanta $1.3 million 
in landfill tipping fees. 

● Recycling in Georgia is a $2.5 billion business that sustains 
more than 12,000 jobs and generates more than $200 million in 
state and local tax collections. 
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Live Thrive Atlanta depends on volunteers, donations and 
support from local governments. It regularly hosts school 
groups for tours of the facility to educate the public about the 
importance of recycling. 

For More Information:
Peggy Whitlow, Founder & Executive Director, 
404-771-5322, pwhitlow@livethrive.org 

mailto:pwhitlow@livethrive.org


Okefenokee Swamp Park 
Historic Park Supports Research, Education, Eco-Tourism  

● Since opening in 1946, Okefenokee Swamp Park has 
introduced millions to one of Georgia’s seven natural 
wonders. 

● The park is partnering with other park attractions to 
develop a comprehensive marketing strategy for 
swamp-based tourism at a time when the swamp faces 
new threats and needs all the advocates it can get. 

● The park supports research to expand knowledge of the 
swamp’s large population of alligators. 

For More Information:
Amy Bednarek, Okefenokee Swamp Park Executive Director, 
904-207-8057, kim.bednarek@gmail.com
Rena Peck, Georgia River Network Executive Director, 
404-395-6250, rena@garivers.org 
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One of the Okefenokee’s more than 10,000 alligators. When 
Okefenokee Swamp Park first opened in 1946, alligators in 
the swamp had been hunted almost to extinction. 
Okefenokee Swamp Park now supports research on 
alligators in the swamp. .

mailto:kim.bednarek@gmail.com
mailto:rena@garivers.org


Parsley’s Catering  
Marietta-based Caterer & Event Center Promotes 
Sustainability, Waste Reduction 
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● Two-star certification by the Green Restaurant 
Association 

● Solar-powered event facility has offset 23,000 
pounds of greenhouse gases since installation.

● Water efficiency and low-flow plumbing reduces 
water use more than 200,000 gallons annually. 

● Compostable or biodegradable plates and 
utensils used at events.

● Produce, meats and cheeses souced locally from 
organic producers

For More Information:  
Marc Sommers, Owner, Parsley’s Catering, 770-396-5361, 
marc@parsleys.com

 

Fresh tomatoes fill a plate at a Parsley’s 
evetn. The caterer sources its vegetables, 
meats and cheeses from local organic farms. 



SouthWings
Flight Program Provides Landscape-Scale 

Perspective on Water Issues   
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SouthWings provided aerial reconnaissance of coal-fired power 
plants from Plant Bowen in North Georgia to Plan Scherer in Middle 
Georgia in support of the Georgia Water Coalition’s efforts to 
introduce and adopt new legislation regulating coal ash. 

● SouthWings volunteer pilots have provided 179 
free flights to assist Georgia organizations in 
protecting the state’s water, land and air.  

● In 2019, SouthWings provided 29 flights, logging 
87 hours of flight time. 

● Flights document pollution problems, but also 
provide an opportunity for decision makers to 
participate in flights and understand impacts of 
policy decisions. 

For More Information:
Meredith Dowling, Associate Executive Director, 
Southwings, 828-225-5949, 

meredith@southwings.org  
Rena Peck, Executive Director, Georgia River 
Network, 404-395-6250, rena@garivers.org 

mailto:meredith@southwings.org
mailto:rena@garivers.org


YKK AP   
Dublin Manufacturer Stays on Sustainability 
Cutting Edge
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● Wastewater treatment system typically removes 
pollutants such as nickel, chrome and zinc to levels 80 to 
90 percent below regulatory requirements and many 
byproducts removed are recycled or repurposed.  

● Maker of aluminum windows, doors and architectural 
facades recycles 100 percent of aluminum waste on site.

● Workers have reduced the amount of waste sent to 
landfills by 40 percent and recycled 300 tons of waste 
paper since 2003.  The wastewater treatment system at YKK AP in Dublin typically 

removes most pollutants to levels 80 to 90 percent below regulatory 
requirements and many of the byproducts removed are repurposed or 
recycled. 

For More Information:
Chip Wilson, Environmental Group Manager, YKK AP, 
478-277-2510, chipwilson@ykkap.com 

mailto:chipwilson@ykkap.com


Yonah Mountain Vineyards
White County Vineyard Becomes Wine, Solar 
Destination 
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The distinctive profile of Yonah Mountain looms over the 
solar array at Yonah Mountain Vineyards. The 360-panel 
solar array installed in 2019 is expected to pay for itself in 
utility bill savings within eight years. 

● Installation of $238,000, 360-panel solar array that now 
provides much of the vineyard’s energy needs. 

● Array is expected to recoup $238,000 investment in 
energy savings within 8 years. 

● Vineyard is site of largest Tesla Destination Charging 
location in North Georgia.  

● Vineyard also supports on-site bee farm and employs 
energy efficient lighting and bottle recycling program. 

For More Information:
Eric Miller, General Manage, Yonah Mountain Vineyards, 
706-878-5522, eric@yonahmountainvineyards.com



Press Release:
 
https://www.gawater.org/clean13media2020

Full Report:
https://www.gawater.org/clean-13/clean-13-2020-report
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