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Executive Director, Georgia River Network
404-395-6250 rena@garivers.org

Jesse Demonbreun-Chapman
Executive Director, Coosa River Basin Initiative
678-978-4665 jesse@coosa.org
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This IS NOT a report highlighting the most polluted
places in Georgia!
Instead it highlights politics, policies and pollution problems that
threaten the health of Georgia’s water.

Altamaha River: Will state permit finally fix pollution from
Rayonier pulp mill in Jesup?

●

●

●

60 million gallons of
wastewater discharged daily
discolors river and fills it with
pulp mill stench
EPD changes state rules to
make it easier for Rayonier to
pollute.
EPD to issue new permit for
facility in 2020.

For More Information Contact:
Fletcher Sams, Altamaha Riverkeeper,
404-985-9606, fletcher@altamahariverkeeper.org
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Groundwater, Lake Juliette, Ocmulgee River: Coal ash
pollutes well water in Juliette.
●

Georgia Power Company’s Plant Scherer holds 15.7
million tons of coal ash in a 600-acre ash pond.

●

Coal ash sits submerged in groundwater and covers
parts of a local creek in 80 feet of ash.

●

Juliette residents have found pollutants in their well
water associated with toxic coal ash.

For More Information Contact:
Fletcher Sams, Altamaha Riverkeeper,
404-985-9606,
fletcher@altamahariverkeeper.org
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Ogeechee River: Pollution limits weakened at industry
responsible for massive 2011 fish kill.
●

Despite spending more than $2 million to upgrade
textile plant’s wastewater treatment system,
pollution problems persist.

●

Water testing by Ogeechee Riverkeeper shows
that Milliken’s Longleaf plant is discharging toxic
PFAS to the river.

●

EPD has proposed a pollution control permit for the
facility that weakens some requirements and fails
to require the company to conduct a study of
contamination in Ogeechee River fish.

For More Information Contact:
Damon Mullis, Ogeechee Riverkeeper,
866-942-6222,
damon@ogeecheeriverkeeper.org
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Okefenokee Swamp: Federal rule change opens door to mine
threatening one of Georgia’s natural wonders in Charlton Co.
●

Changes to the Clean Water Act remove 376
acres of wetlands on mining site from
federal protection, meaning there will be no
federal oversight of this mining proposal

●

Only Georgia’s leaders can stop the mine or
ensure that if mining takes place, it will be
done without harming the swamp.

●

Swamp tourism generates $60 million in
local revenue while creating 750 jobs in
Georgia and Florida.

For More Information Contact:
Rena Peck, Executive Director, Georgia River Network, 404-395-6250,
rena@garivers.org
John S. Quarterman, Suwannee Riverkeeper, 229-242-0102,
contact@suwanneeriverkeeper.org
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Cumberland Island: Spaceport boondoggle gets worse with
age, risks homes and barrier islands in Camden County
●

Rocket launch facility threatens
homes on Little Cumberland and the
coast’s largest maritime forest on
Cumberland Island

●

Rockets to be launched at Spaceport
Camden fail more than 40 percent of
the time, according to NASA study.

●

Camden County Commissioners have
already spent $7.5 million on the
“launch pad to nowhere”

For More Information Contact:
Megan Desrosiers, President and Chief Executive Officer, One
Hundred Miles, 912-223-8608, megan@onehundredmiles.org

9

St. Simons Sound: Golden Ray salvage plan could further foul
coastal Georgia; damage assessment needed
●

Salvage plan for Golden Ray cargo ship and 4000
cars on board will lead to more debris and oil
spilling into St. Simons Sound.

●

Federal and state authorities should request
Natural Resources Damage Assessment to
quantify impacts to Georgia coast and hold
Hyundai accountable for restoration.

For More Information Contact:
Fletcher Sams, Executive Director, Altamaha Riverkeeper,
404-985-9606, fletcher@altamahariverkeeper.org
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Georgia’s Rural Communities: Push to open Georgia to factory
animal farm operations continues
●

Rural property owners and long-time
farmers brace for another legislative
assault on Georgia’s existing “right
to farm” law.

●

Measure during 2020 legislative
session defeated by bi-partisan
coalition.

●

Changes could open Georgia’s door
to industrial-style agriculture
operations and the air and water
pollution that they bring.

For More Information Contact:
Gordon Rogers, Executive Director & Riverkeeper, Flint
Riverkeeper, 912-223-6761, gordon@flintriverkeeper.org
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Chattahoochee River: Combined sewer overflows
foul Columbus’s whitewater tourist destination
●

10 outfalls discharge untreated sewage to
the Chattahoochee during heavy rains in
Columbus

●

In first 10 months of 2020, rainwater has
overwhelmed the sanitary sewer system at
least 36 times, sending untreated sewage
to the river.

●

More than 30,000 people come annually to
paddle Columbus’s whitewater course. The
untreated sewage is discharged in the
popular whitewater run.

For More Information Contact:
Kevin Jeselnik, General Counsel, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper,
404-352-9828, kjeselnik@chattahoochee.org
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Satilla River: Proposed landfill risks contamination of well
water, wetlands and river.
●

463-acre landfill would be sited about
two miles from Satilla River

●

County commission, school board and
more than 9,000 residents have
spoken out in opposition to the landfill.

●

Landfill risks contamination of well
water and surface water; construction
and fill could contribute to flooding
elsewhere in wet, flood-prone areas of
the Brantley County.

For More Information Contact:
Laura Early, Satilla Riverkeeper, 912-462-5094,
riverkeeper@satillariverkeeper.org
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Little Lotts Creek: Commercial development within
floodplain compromises health of creek in Statesboro
●

Development calls for 20 commercial and
residential structures to be placed in creek’s
flood zone.

●

Development would depend upon the
construction of a 25-acre stormwater retention
reservoir built with state and/or local tax dollars.

●

Development would harm water quality and
aquatic wildlife in Little Lotts Creek.

For More Information Contact:
Damon Mullis, Ogeechee Riverkeeper, 866-942-6222,
damon@ogeecheeriverkeeper.org
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Etowah River: Liquid waste causes landfills to collapse, pollute
local streams and river in Forsyth and Cherokee counties.
●

Too much sewage sludge disposed in
landfills causes slope failures and
releases of landfill leachate to wetlands,
streams and Etowah River.

●

Facilities in Forsyth and Cherokee
counties fined $427,000

●

EPD has proposed new rules regulating
disposal of High Moisture Content
Waste.

For More Information Contact:
Jesse Demonbreun-Chapman, Executive Director & Riverkeeper,
Coosa River Basin Initiative, 706-232-2724, jesse@coosa.org
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Georgia’s Rivers and Streams: Landfill Leachate Poses Risks
●

Tens of thousands of gallons of landfill
leachate are disposed of at local
municipal sewage treatment plants daily
in Georgia.

●

Leachate can harm treatment process
resulting in illegal discharges of
untreated sewage.

●

Leachate contains pollutants of
concern, like PFAS, that are not
removed during treatment and are
released to rivers and streams.

For More Information Contact:
Jesse Demonbreun-Chapman, Executive Director & Riverkeeper,
Coosa River Basin Initiative, 706-232-2724, jesse@coosa.org 16

Georgia Water Coalition 2020 Dirty Dozen Report
is available at:
http://www.gawater.org/resources/dirty-dozen

