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By PAYTON TOWNS I
Senior Reporter

YKK AP's Dublin facility
received the 2020 Clean 13
award from the Georgia
Water Coalition Wednes-
day afternoon.

Fletcher Sams, execu-
tive director with the Al-

tamaha Riverkeepers, pre- -

sented the award to Hi-
roshi Sano, senior vice
president and general
manager at YKK AP Amer-
ica Inc., toward the end of
the ceremony.

"Every year we give
awards to companies that
are leading the way on
conservation and environ-
mental protection," Sams
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said. "This year, YKK was
nominated for decades of
history and trying to move
forward with their envi-
ronmental protection pro-
grams here at the plant.”

Sams said YKK started
with its first environmen-
tal pledge in 1994, before
signing a new pledge last
year.

"They've done some in-
credible work recycling a
lot of their waste and
treating most of their
waste before it enters the
Dublin treatment facility,"
he said. "They are really
leading the way and have
been for decades ... This
award highlights groups
that go above and beyond
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what other groups are do-
ing... YKK's plant is setting
a good example."

Gina G. Rogers, director
of operations with the
Georgia Water Coalition,
said they had a virtual cel-
ebration in the spring, but
wanted to do something in
person. The GWC is a
statewide coalition made
up of more than 280
groups which are busi-
nesses, non-profits,
churches and clubs.

"We put out a report
every year called the Clean
13 water heroes," Rogers
said. "We get people to
nominate businesses, indi-
viduals, local governments
and wastewater treatment
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YKK AP received its 2020 Clean 13 award Wednesda

Gina Rogers, Fletcher Sams,

plants. Anything that is
going on in your water
shed that is doing good
stuff. It could be a legisla-
tor that has been working
to pass water policy."

The nominations come
in and a committee picks
the top 13 each year. They

write a report that is re-
leased in the fall.

"YKK has really inno-
vated practices," Rogers
said. "They are cleaning
their wastewater to higher
standards than are re-
quired. They are really big
on sustainability and the

y afternoon. From left, Patsy Baker,
Chip Wilson and Hiroshi Sano/PAYTON TOWNS Ili

things they are doing to
protect the environment."
YKK AP was nominated
by Patsy Baker, executive
director of Keep Dublin-
Laurens Beautiful.
"We appreciate all that

YKK

continued on 10
{ v 'al

Rl



-

when a series of events he

crowd an hour past noon.

p— e ———— R

— o X
County," he said.

YKK
from page 1

YKK has done for the
community since 1992,"
Baker said. "If there is a
need for a tree in Laurens
County, YKK answers the
call. The water connection
comes with the Rivers
Alive where the YKK steps
in with one of our biggest
and most productive
teams."

They pull out mattress-
es, refrigerators and other
"crazy things" from the
Oconee River, Baker said.

"YKK does a lot for us,"
she said. "We wanted the
water coalition award to
recognize what they do by
keeping the water healthy
for our community. We
really appreciate what
they do."

Chip Wilson, environ-
mental group manager at
YKK AP, said they have
worked with KDLB to do
river cleaning and recycle

Gina Rogers, director of opeartions with the Georgia

Water Coalition, speaks during the award ceremony held
at YKK Wednesday afternoon/PAYTON TOWNS i

everything they can.
"We have an on-site
wastewater treatment de-

partment that takes care
of _all of our processed
wastewater so that we can

return the water in as
good of shape if not better
than we found," Wilson
said. "YKK cares for its

environment. We are a .

Japanese-owned compa-
ny. The Japanese leader-
ship push all of the differ-
ent manufacturing facili-
ties to be environmentally
conscious and be involved
in the community at an
environmental level."

Wilson said they recy-
cle all of their aluminum
used in creating architec-
tural products for the
construction industries,
for mid-to-high rise build-
ings, store fronts and
more.

"We are proud that we
get to blow our own horn
about the fact that we do a
good job of managing the
water as it comes in and
goes out of our facilities,"
Wilson said. "We want to
make sure we are doing

_the right thing by treating

our water."
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metro and rural areas
throughout Georgia.”

The highest rate of un-
employed workers is cur-
rently in Telfair County,
with a 6.2 percent rate.
The lowest in the bloc fell
to Tattnall County with a
2.6 percent unemploy-
ment rate.

The regional labor
force shrank by more
than 1,000 in a month to
about 116,800 workers.

People continue to
limit resources for area
employers and those
working to attract busi-
nesses here, a situation
highlighted by the new
census count that re-
vealed stagnant growth
for population decline in
many rural areas across
the state.

Laurens County’s pop-
ulation showed a slight
increase over the past

decade while every other
nearby county reported
no significant change or
a drop in the number of
residents.

The development au-
thority continues to work
with local employers,
schools and local sec-
ondary education institu-
tions to develop ways to
link jobs and skill train-
ing to students and resi-
dents who may have exit-
ed the workforce alto-
gether.

It is hoped that such
initiatives could spur
population growth and
create new job opportu-
nities.

“We can’t do anything
about our population
right now,” Waldrep
said. “But we can work
with our students and
opportunity adults and
give them the skills that
companies will find ben-
eficial as people enter or

- re-enter the workforce.”

COVID- 19 cases in Georgia
nearing last winter's peak

By DAVE WILLIAMS

Bureau Chief
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA - Cases of
COVID-19 in Georgia have
surged to levels not seen
since the virus peaked last
January, a public health ex-

pert warned thie waal-

ly can infect two to three peo-
ple exposed to someone with
the virus. :

“The virus we're facing to-
day is very different from the
original virus,” he said. “This
is so highly transmissible, it’s
not the COVID we knew a
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