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Athens-Clarke County  

Funding Program Ushers in Clean Energy Future 
for Classic City 
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● Community Energy Fund created using 
utility franchise fees

● Energy and water efficiency program assists 
low-income neighborhoods. 

● Solar arrays power multiple city-county 
facilities

● City-County has goal of entire community 
being powered by renewables in 2050 

Athens-Clarke County has set a goal of having all government 
operations being powered by 100 percent renewable sources by 
2035. Solar arrays are now powering numerous public facilities. 

 For More Information:
Mike Wharton, Sustainability Officer, Athens-Clarke 
County, 706-613-3838, mike-wharton@accgov.com
Dr. Tawana Smith Mattox, Director of Community 
Education and Empowerment, Athens Land Trust, 
706-613-0122, tawana@athenslandtrust.org 

mailto:mike-wharton@accgov.com
mailto:tawana@athenslandtrust.org


Blue Bird Bus Corporation 
Ft. Valley Bus Manufacturer’s Move to Electric 
Helps Stem Climate Change, Protect Children 
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● Company is largest manufacturer of electric school 
buses in the nation. 

● More than 700 electric buses sold or on order.
● By 2030, Blue Bird  expects almost all of its buses to be 

electric or alternative fuel. 
● Reductions in carbon  emissions will help slow climate 

change and protect children from lung disease and 
asthma.  

Blue Bird’s electric school buses reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and protect children from lung disease and asthma.School districts that 
are now using them say the buses are 75 percent less expensive to 
operate and maintain than diesel-powered buses.  

For More Information:  

Gabrielle Young, Blue Bird Corporation, Director of Marketing, 
478-345-3190, gabrielle.young@blue-bird.com



City of Savannah
Switch to Aluminum To-Go Cups Aims to Reduce Litter, 

Plastic Pollution 
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● Two-month pilot program encourages 
restaurants and bars to use aluminum to-go 
cups.

● Majority of patrons who participated in online 
survey say they would pay more for drinks in the 
aluminum to-go cups 

● Public works department notices a drop in 
plastic litter, says the aluminum cups are easier 
to gather.

● Cups are manufactured in Georgia and infinitely 
recyclable.  

 

   

 

   

 

Restaurants and bars in Savannah’s entertainment district 
are singing the praises of aluminum to-go cups after 
two-month pilot program. 

For More Information:
Nick Palumbo, Savannah City Alderman, 912-220-8439, 
npalumbo@savannahga.gov

 



City of South Fulton 
New City Takes Lead in Reducing Plastic Pollution 
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● South Fulton becomes first municipality in Georgia to require 
private businesses to shift from plastic bags to sustainable 
alternatives 

● Since 1960s, an estimated 8.3 billion metric tons of plastic has 
been created. Of that 6.3 billion metric tons has become 
plastic waste. 

● When improperly disposed of, plastic bags and containers 
pose a risk to wildlife. 

● South Fulton joins countless other municipalities and 10 states 
that have enacted some form of plastics regulations. 

South Fulton earlier this year became Georgia’s first 
municipality to adopt laws restricting use of plastic bags at 
private businesses. 

For More Information:
Carmalitha Gumbs, Councilwoman, City of South Fulton, 804-393-0744, 
carmalitha.gumbs@cityofsouthfultonga.gov



Georgia Audubon & Southern Conservation Trust 
Habitat Restoration at Nature Preserve Enhances Bird 

Habitat and Flint River 

● Invasive aquatic and terrestrial plants removed, 
replaced with native species to improve habitat.

● Native species attract more insects which, in turn, 
supports more diverse bird populations. 

● Bird sanctuary encompasses 56 acres of woods and 
wetlands. 

● 138 species of birds have been identified at the 
sanctuary. 
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A Northern Flicker emerges from a nest cavity at the 
Sams Lake Bird Sanctuary near Fayetteville.  

For More Information:
Adam Betuel, Director of Conservation, Georgia Audubon, 
678-973-2437 adam.betuel@georgiaaudubon.org
Gabe Andrle, Habitat Conservation Program Manager, Georgia 
Audubon, 678-973-2437 gabe.andrle@georgiaaudubon.org
Nick Kilburg, Director of Parks and Education, Southern 
Conservation Trust, 770-486-7774 nick@sctlandtrust.org

 

 

mailto:adam.betuel@georgiaaudubon.org
mailto:gabe.andrle@georgiaaudubon.org


Madison County Clean Power Coalition 

Citizen Activists Organize to Protect Rural Community, 
Pass Environmental Legislation 
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● Residents stop the burning of creosote-soaked railroad 
ties at biomass-to-electricity power generating facilities in 
Madison and Franklin counties. 

● Efforts lead to passage of state law prohibiting burning of 
creosote-soaked wood at power generation facilities. 

● Company fined more that $81,000 for clean water, air 
violations. 

Madison County Clean Power Coalition members rally 
to stop water, air and noise pollution in their rural 
communities. 

For More Information:
Gina Ward, Madison County Clean Power Coalition, 
706-410-0105, gward3p@gmail.com                          
Ruth Ann Tesanovich, Madison County Clean Power 
Coalition, 706-207-5831, rtesanovich@outlook.com

mailto:gward3p@gmail.com
mailto:rtesanovich@outlook.com


Mitchell County 4-H  
4-H2O Camp Teaches Kids Importance of Water 

● Since 2008, hundreds of children and adults have been 
educated about water conservation through the three-day 
summer camp. 

● “Graduates” of 4-H and 4-H2O camp are now adults working on 
the front lines of issues addressed in the camps.

● Southwest Georgia camp teaches importance of water to the 
$2 billion farm economy in the region. 
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The Mitchell County 4-H2O camps are held in 
cooperation with the Stripling Irrigation Research Park 
in Camilla. In 2019, 250 people from 13 Georgia 
counties and Alabama participated in the three-day 
camp. Campers come prepared to learn...and get wet. 

For More Information Contact
Debra Cox, Mitchell County Extension 4-H Educator, 
229-336-2066, dscfcox@uga.edu
Brian Hayes, Mitchell County Extension CEC & Ag 
Agent, 229-336-2066, hayesbw@uga.edu

mailto:dscfcox@uga.edu
mailto:hayesbw@uga.edu


Hanwha QCELLS 
Dalton Solar Manufacturer Ushers in 

Clean Energy Economy 

● QCELLS is the largest manufacturer of solar panels in 
the Western Hemisphere. 

● Facility annually produces enough solar panels to 
generate 1.7 gigwatts of electricity 

● Site was chosen in part to be close to expanding solar 
market in Georgia and the Southeast. 

● On-site solar panels provide a portion of the electricity 
for the manufacturing facility. 
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QCELLS Dalton manufacturing center is the largest producer 
of solar panels in the Western Hemisphere. 

For More Information:
Scott Moskowitz, Director of Market Intelligence 
and Public Affairs, Q CELLS North America, 
404-202-2794, scott.moskowitz@qcells.com

mailto:scott.moskowitz@qcells.com


Dr. Dionne Hoskins-Brown 
  Scientist, Educator, Mentor Works to Expand Diversity 

of Marine Science Research Community 

● Partnership between NOAA and Savannah State University 
leads to the historically Black university becoming one of 
the country’s leading producers of marine science 
graduates. 

● Hoskins-Brown has led partnership for 20 years and 
mentored hundreds of youth and college students. 

● Summer camp developed by Hoskins-Brown provides 
lessons in biology, physics and marine science to local 
youth.
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SInce 2000, Dr. Dionne Hoskins-Brown has worked to 
develop and recruit more Black talent into NOAA through a 
partnership with Savannah State University. 

For More Information:
Dr. Dionne Hoskins-Brown, Fishery Biologist, 
National Oceanic and Atmosphere Administration, 
912-358-4289, dionne.hoskins-brown@noaa.gov

mailto:dionne.hoskins-brown@noaa.gov


Patagonia  
Atlanta Retailer Supports Local Environmental 

Advocacy Efforts  
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● Since 1996, the Patagonia store in Atlanta has 
invested more than $1.3 million in local 
environmental organizations.

● Product donation program has helped local 
organizations raise untold sums through 
auctions, raffles and other fundraisers. 

● Store allocates 200 hours of paid volunteer time 
to its staff annually, enabling them to work a local 
non-profit organizations. 

● Store space is provided to non-profits for special 
events engaging Patagonia customers.

For More Information:
Emily Cruse, Environmental and Social Media 
Coordinator, Patagonia Atlanta404-266-8182, , 
Emily.Cruse@patagonia.com

 

Patagonia employees gather at the Climate March at the 
Georgia Capitol in 2019. The Atlanta store closed for the day 
so that employees could participate.



Sen. Chuck Hufstetler & Rep. Andy Welch 
State Legislators Restore Trust in 

Environmental Trust Funds   
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Rep. Andy Welch (R-Locust Grove) postponed his retirement to return 
to the General Assembly and pass legislation aimed at protecting fees 
collected for environmental cleanups. Sen. Chuck Hufstetler 
(R-Rome) worked to convince his colleagues to support the measure 
which passed unanimously in that chamber. 

● Rep. Andy Welch and Sen. Chuck Hufstetler take 
up cause of Rep. Jay Powell after his sudden 
death in 2019.

● Constitutional amendment created and 
overwhelmingly supported by voters in 2020.

● Amendment allows legislators to dedicate fees 
collected from citizens for specific purposes. 

● Led to passage of legislation in 2021 that will 
ensure funds for the Solid Waste and Hazardous 
Waste Trust Funds are not diverted to other 
parts of the state budget. 

For More Information:
Andy Welch, Partner at Smith, Welch, Webb & 
White Attorneys, 770-957-3937, 
awelch@smithwelch.com
Sen. Chuck Hufstetler, 404-656-0034, 
chuck.hufstetler@senate.ga.gov
  

mailto:awelch@smithwelch.com
mailto:chuck.hufstetler@senate.ga.gov


White Oak Pastures   
Southwest Georgia Farm Reinvents Traditional 

Agriculture, Protects Land & Water 
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● Regenerative  practices create zero-waste, living 
ecosystem on 3,000-acre farm. 

● Farm sequesters more carbon than its herd of 2,000 
greenhouse gas producing cattle create. 

● Carbon footprint of White Oak Pastures beef is 111 
percent less than traditionally-raised beef. 

● Farm employs 180 people in rural Early County and 
attracts visitors from across the globe. 

Employing a “poly-cultural production” model in which ten 
species of animals are raised and moved regularly to “greener 
pastures,” White Oak Pastures has developed a management 
system in which the animals positively impact the land. 

For More Information:
Jenni Harris, Director of Marketing, White Oak 
Pastures, 229-641-2081, 
jenni.harris@whiteoakpastures.com

mailto:jenni.harris@whiteoakpastures.com


Jim Wright
Lee County Code Enforcement Officer’s Work Leads to 

Revitalization of Local Streams 
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Jim Wright has organized Rivers Alive cleanups on Lee 
County’s Muckalee and Kinchafoonee creeks since 2008. Over 
the years, volunteers have found less and less trash on the 
creeks even as recreational use of the creeks has soared.

● Wright has organized Rivers Alive cleanups on Muckalee 
and Kinchafoonee creeks since 2008. 

● His work has led to the establishment of water trails on 
the two creeks with improved public access and more 
people using the creeks for water recreation. 

● Wright coordinated with local Boy Scouts to place mile 
markers on creeks which have aided in the rescue of 
boaters. 

For More Information:
Jim Wright, Code Enforcement Office, Lee County, 
229-344-8034, jwright@lee.ga.us



Press Release:
 
https://www.gawater.org/clean13media2021

Full Report:
https://www.gawater.org/clean-13/clean-13-2021-report

16

https://www.gawater.org/clean13media2020
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