
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Clean Water Act’s work is not done yet 
While this special edition of the Dirty Dozen celebrates the Clean Water Act’s success in Georgia over the past 50 years, critical work 
remains to clean up and protect our waterways. Throughout the state, pollution from municipal, industrial, and agricultural activities poses 
an ongoing threat to our rivers, lakes, and wetlands. Water pollution continues to have adverse, disproportionate effects on communities 
of color and low-wealth communities. The Clean Water Act can and must be used to address these current and future pollution problems. 

This year’s report concludes by highlighting some of the work that remains to be 
done, with the hope that—with continued enforcement of the Clean Water Act—
every year it will get harder and harder to name a Dirty Dozen. 

PROTECTING THE OKEFENOKEE SWAMP
Twin Pines Minerals, an Alabama-based mining company, is proposing a heavy 
mineral sands mine a stone’s throw from Okefenokee Swamp, a treasured National 
Wildlife Refuge and Wilderness Area. The mine would damage important 
wetlands and could threaten the swamp’s hydrology and water quality. Georgia’s 
Environmental Protection Division (EPD) must deny permits for this risky project, and 
state legislators should act to permanently protect the Okefenokee. 

STOPPING UNPERMITTED DISCHARGES 
FROM LAND APPLICATION SYSTEMS
Land application systems (LASs) are supposed to function as 
wastewater treatment systems, where partially treated wastewater 
is used to irrigate crops. These systems are meant to be “no 
discharge” systems, where nutrients and other pollutants remain 
on site. But LASs do not function as intended. Wastewater runs off 
fields and pollutes nearby streams, and excess pollutants, including 
forever chemicals like PFAS, migrate into groundwater. EPD must 
do more to prevent unpermitted discharges from LASs and to hold 
polluters accountable. 

ADDRESSING LEGACY POLLUTION FROM 
COAL ASH
Georgia Power intends to leave tons of toxic coal ash in unlined pits 
at power plants next to the Chattahoochee and Ocmulgee rivers. The 
company’s own monitoring reports show significant levels of coal 
ash pollutants in groundwater surrounding the unlined pits, and it’s 
only a matter of time before those contaminants migrate to surface 
waters. Instead of issuing permits that would allow coal ash to pollute 
groundwater indefinitely, the EPD must require Georgia Power to excavate 
its ash and store it in dry, lined facilities away from water. 

CALL TO ACTION
The Dirty Dozen report traditionally is a call to action for Georgia’s leaders and its citizens to solve 
ongoing pollution problems, eliminate threats to our waterways, and correct state and federal policies 
and actions that lead to polluted water. Our call to action this year is clear: Georgia’s leaders and 
citizens must build on the Clean Water Act’s success to ensure that our waterways are swimmable, 
drinkable, and fishable for all Georgians, now and in the future. 

The Okefenokee Swamp, one of Georgia’s seven natural 
wonders, is threatened by a proposed heavy mineral sands mine 
a stone’s throw from the border of the Okefenokee National 
Wildlife Refuge in Charlton County.

Georgia Power intends to leave tons of toxic coal in unlined pits at its power 
plants along the Chattahoochee and Ocmulgee rivers. Monitoring reports 
show coal ash pollutants in groundwater surrounding these pits.

Across the state, there are more than 200 facilities that treat municipal or industrial 
waste through land application systems. The facilities, which spray partially treated 
wastewater on to land, are meant to be “no discharge” systems, but they do not 
always function as intended. Pollution can wash off spray fields into nearby streams 
and migrate to groundwater.




