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Georgia’s the No. 1 State to Do Business, But Economic 
Development Comes with Consequences 

13th Georgia Water Coalition Dirty Dozen Report
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Abercorn Creek: Growth Spurred by Port of Savannah 
Threatens Region’s Water Supplies 

● Saltwater intrusion limits withdrawals 
from Floridan Aquifer. 

● Abercorn Creek supplies water for 
some 400,000 residents in Savannah 
area. 

● Development around Abercorn Creek 
threatens health of region’s only 
surface water supply.

● Warehouse development boom 
paves the equivalent of 2,000 acres 
in 2023.
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In communities surrounding the Port of Savannah, the boom in warehouse 
construction has galvanized local residents who have organized “Don’t Box 
Us In” groups aimed at preserving the area’s rural landscape and historic 
culture. 

For More Information Contact:
Jen Hilburn, North Coast Advocate, One Hundred Miles
912-441-3908, jen@onehundredmiles.org

mailto:jen@onehundredmiles.org


Floridan Aquifer: Growth in Coastal Counties Stresses 
Fragile Water Supply 

● Bryan County looks to tap Bulloch County wells to 
meet 7 million gallon a day demand of new Hyundai 
electric vehicle plant.

● Pumping from Floridan Aquifer restricted because of 
saltwater intrusion.

● EPD encourages locals to identify and develop new 
surface water supplies rather than rely on Floridan 
Aquifer.

● Conflict over water prompted controversial bill to 
allow private water companies to circumvent local 
water and sewer planning.

For More Information Contact:
Ben Kirsch, Legal Director, Ogeechee Riverkeeper
866-942-6222, ben@ogeecheeriverkeeper.org 6

With population growth and development fueled by the expansion of 
the Port of Savannah, residents and leaders in Chatham, Bryan, 
Effingham, Liberty and Bulloch counties are now wrangling with one 
another over access to water. 

mailto:ben@ogeecheeriverkeeper.org


Georgia’s Rivers: Data Centers Sap Energy Grid, Stress Water

● 2018 tax breaks creates tremendous growth in 
data center construction in Georgia.

● Data centers consume large amounts of water and 
power–enough electricity to serve more than 
80,000 homes and some one million gallons per 
day. 

● Projected electric load growth jumped to levels 17 
times greater than originally forecasted. Data 
centers made up 80 percent of the increase. 

For More Information Contact:
Mark Woodall, Sierra Club Georgia Chapter, Legislative Chair, 
706-601-1118, woodallmark8@gmail.com  
Jennette Gayer, State Director, Environment Georgia, 404-370-1764, 
jennette@environmentgeorgia.org 
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In 2023, the Atlanta market ranked sixth nationally in terms of data center inventory. 
Georgia Power Company has reported that 80 percent of increases in projected power 
demand growth are attributed to data centers. The company plans to fill the need in part 
with energy from coal-fired power plants similar to Plant Bowen pictured here

mailto:woodallmark8@gmail.com
mailto:jennette@environmentgeorgia.org


Flint River:  Monkey Breeding Facility Exposes “Monkey 
Business” Potential of Local Development Authorities  

8

● Facility to house 30,000 monkeys for 
medical research was lured to Decatur 
County without the public knowing about the 
deal.

● Public outcry was so fierce, elected officials 
reversed their decision to support the project 
with lucrative tax deals.

● Incident highlights the dangers of giving 
development authorities ability to disperse 
public funds and services.

● Lawsuits to determine if “monkey farm” will 
move forward.Citizens protest the proposed “monkey farm” outside Bainbridge’s city offices. 

The deal struck between Safer Human Medicine and the Development 
Authority of Bainbridge and Decatur County was kept hidden from the public 
until key portions of the agreement were already signed by local officials. 

For More Information Contact:
Gordon Rogers, Flint Riverkeeper, Riverkeeper & Executive Director
912-223-6761, gordon@flintriverkeeper.org  

mailto:gordon@flintriverkeeper.org


Georgia’s Streams: Lax Enforcement of State Laws Allows 
Dirt from Development Sites to Soil Creeks 

● Georgia’s economic development placing 
pressure on Georgia’s streams when erosion 
and sedimentation laws are not followed or 
enforced.

● EPD has 12 inspectors to enforce laws at sites 
in 380 jurisdictions across the state.

● EPD funding has been slashed by 30 percent 
from 2013-2024 when adjusted for inflation.
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Run off from upstream development in Fayette County reveals itself where Sandy 
Creek enters Lake Bennett. When dirt from construction sites enters Georgia’s 
smallest streams, it literally chokes the life out of them, with impacts rippling 
downstream to other property owners and our state’s big rivers

For More Information Contact:
Gordon Rogers, Flint Riverkeeper, Riverkeeper & Executive Director
912-223-6761, gordon@flintriverkeeper.org  

mailto:gordon@flintriverkeeper.org


Georgia’s Water: State Makes Slow Progress in Limiting 
Algae-Causing Pollution 

● Anemic state funding leads to delays in finalizing 
standards for nutrient pollution in state’s rivers 
and streams.

● EPD staff has dropped from around 900 in 2009 
to 719 in 2023 while state revenues have 
reached record surpluses.

● Begun in 2004, the project to establish standards 
for nutrient pollution for all the state’s water was 
expected to be completed by 2020. 

● High nutrient levels lead to algal blooms that can 
be dangerous to wildlife, pets, and humans.

For More Information Contact:
Jesse Demonbreun-Chapman, Executive Director and Riverkeeper, 
Coosa River Basin Initiative, 706-232-2724, jesse@coosa.org 10

The state’s public reservoirs alone cover more than 400,000 acres.Wherever  
they exist they become economic drivers. For instance, Lakes Sinclair and 
Oconee have transformed Greene, Putnam, Morgan, Hancock, and Baldwin 
counties into “Georgia’s Lake Country.”

mailto:jesse@coosa.org


Conasauga River: Forever Chemicals Continue to Poison 
Drinking Water Sources 

● Chemicals used to make carpets stain 
resistant continue to be discharged to 
Conasauga River.

● City of Rome reached $278 million 
settlement with upstream polluters and will 
use funds to build new treatment facility 
capable of removing PFAS from drinking 
water supplies.

● No PFAS limits for industry or municipal 
treatment facility discharges.
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A popular paddling destination, the Conasauga River is tainted by an invisible 
toxin. While manufacturers have phased out some PFAS, there are some 9,000 
different forms of PFAS, and they are still being used in the production of carpet in 
Dalton. 
 

For More Information Contact:
Jesse Demonbreun-Chapman, Executive Director and Riverkeeper, 
Coosa River Basin Initiative, 706-232-2724, jesse@coosa.org 

mailto:jesse@coosa.org


Ogeechee River: Toxic “Forever Chemicals” Taint Fish; 
Threaten Human Health  

● PFAS linked to health risks including cancer and 
impacts to immune systems.

● Humans ingest PFAS when they eat 
contaminated fish.

● Textile facility discharged PFAS to Ogeechee 
River. Ogeechee Riverkeeper tests found PFAS 
in all sportfish harvested from the river. 

● State is not currently testing fish for PFAS to 
determine safe levels for human consumption. 

For More Information Contact:
Damon Mullis, Ogeechee Riverkeeper, Riverkeeper & Executive Director, 
866-942-6222, damon@ogeecheeriverkeeper.org 12

Georgia is home to millions of anglers. Many catch and release, but 
others depend on wild-caught fish for a portion of their regular diet. For 
those anglers,the health risks of eating fish contaminated with PFAS 
are exaggerated

mailto:damon@ogeecheeriverkeeper.org


Altamaha River: State Allows Pulp Mill to Continue 
Polluting Georgia’s Little Amazon   

● Pulp mill discharges 50 million gallons of 
effluent daily to the Altamaha River. The black 
discharge discolors the river. 

● EPD poised to issue permit that will continue 
the status quo.

● Technology exists to remove color and odor 
from the effluent, but EPD has not 
strengthened regulations requiring RYAM to 
do so.

For More Information Contact:
Maggie Van Cantfort, Coastkeeper, Altamaha Riverkeeper, 
912-223-6073, maggie@altamahariverkeeper.org  13

In an image shot in October 2023, the black discharge from the RYAM pulp mill in Jesup 
discolors the Altamaha. Altamaha Riverkeeper contends that the mill’s effluent interferes 
with the public’s use and enjoyment of the river because of the discharge’s color and 
strong odor

mailto:maggie@altamahariverkeeper.org


Coosa River: Plan for Coal Ash Cleanup Pollutes 
Groundwater

● 3 of 4 coal ash ponds at the shuttered Plant 
Hammond are slated for excavation and 
removal to lined landfills.

● The remaining pond, AP-3, has been capped 
in place without a liner despite some one 
million tons of the dangerous ash sitting in 
contact with groundwater.

● In February of this year, EPA issued a letter to 
GA regulators indicating that the closure plan 
fails to meet Federal requirements.
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Located on the Coosa River west of Rome, the now shuttered Plant Hammond, a 
coal-fired power plant, was home to four coal ash ponds. Three of those ponds are 
slated for excavation and removal off site to lined landfills.A final ash pond has 
been capped in place. That pond holds some one million tons of coal ash that is in 
contact with groundwater.

For More Information Contact:
Jesse Demonbreun-Chapman, Executive Director and Riverkeeper, 
Coosa River Basin Initiative, 706-232-2724, jesse@coosa.org 

mailto:jesse@coosa.org


Okefenokee Swamp: State Leaders’ Inaction Leaves 
Natural Wonder at Risk  

● Proposed heavy mineral sands mine will dewater 
Okefenokee Swamp. 

● State leaders could have acted to protect the 
swamp, but failed to take any steps to do so during 
the 2024 General Assembly session. 

● More than 70,000 people have asked EPD to stop 
the proposed mine. Decisions on environmental 
permits are pending. 
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An icon of the swamp, the American alligator is found in abundance within 
the Okefenokee, offering visitors up-close-and-in-person encounters with 
the ancient reptile

For More Information Contact:
Rena Peck, Executive Director, Georgia River Network 
404-395-6250, rena@garivers.org 

mailto:rena@garivers.org


Georgia’s Water Resources: Push to Privatize Threatens 
Water Resources, Access to State’s Rivers  

For More Information Contact:
Megan Desrosiers, President and Chief Executive Officer, One Hundred 
Miles, 912-264-4111, megan@onehundredmiles.org 16

Less than one percent of Georgia’s nearly 400,000 acres of salt 
marsh are privately owned; the state holds in the public trust and 
protects the remainder. Legislators considered but did not pass a 
measure that would have made it easier to transfer these state 
marshlands into the hands of private owners

● Bills introduced during 2024 legislative session 
seek to privatize public resources.         

● One measure would have made it easier for 
private entities to claim ownership of Georgia’s 
some 400,000 acres of salt marsh. 

● Another measure which passed may lead to 
riverfront property owners asserting claims of 
ownership of the riverbed and prohibiting people 
from stopping to fish in front of their property. 

mailto:megan@onehundredmiles.org


Georgia Water Coalition 2024 Dirty Dozen Report 
is available at: 

http://www.gawater.org/resources/dirty-dozen
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